Republic of the Philippines
Province of Zamboanga del Norte
Municipality of Polanco
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OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

140 REGULAR SESSION OF THE 10™ SANGGUNIANG BAYAN OF

EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE
HALL, THIS

POLANCO, ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE, HELD AT THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN SESSION
MUNICIPALITY, ON JUNE 22, 2022.

PRESENT:

Hon. Alfredo S. Bait-it Municipal Vice Mayor

(Presiding Officer)
Sangguniang Bayan Member
Sangguniang Bayan Member
Sangguniang Bayan Member
Sangguniang Bayan Member
Sanggunaing Bayan Member
Sangguniang Bayan Member
SK Federation President/SB Member

Hon. Venson O. Opulentisima
Hon. Romer B. Ladera

Hon. Jennifer O. Rodrigo

Hon. Gaudioso B. Dagpin

Hon. Cristoven E. Insoy

Hon. Mara Michelle C. Gonzales
Hon. Aldrin Gwin C. Baluntang

ABSENT:
Hon. Conceso R. Regencia, Jr.

Hon. Ilvo M. Mandantes
Hon. Charito C. Ombalino

Sangguniang Bayan Member (0.B.)
Sangguniang Bayan Member (O.B)
Liga President/SB Member

MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE NO. 22-59

AN ORDINANCE ENACTING THE CHILDREN'’S CODE OF POLANCO, ZAMBOANGA DEL NORTE

Be it ordained by the Sangguniang Bayan of Polanco, Zamboanga del Norte, in session assembled, that:

ARTICLE |
TITLE, POLICY, PRINCIPLES AND DEFINITION OF TERMS

Section 1. TITLE — This Ordnance shall be known as Children’s Code of Polanco, Zamboanga del Norte.

Section 2. DECLARATION OF POLICY AND PRINCIPLES:

f Polanco recognizes the vital role of youth/children in the development of this
heir physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual, and social well-being. It

d in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and

The Municipality o
municipality and shall promote and protect t
recognizes that children have rights as provide

Other Laws.

It recognizes the importance of effectively promoting fully enhancing and institutionalizing the survival,

development, protection and pa rticipation rights of children.

The Local Government Unit shall respect the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents or where
applicable, the member of the extended family or community as provided by Local Customs, legal guardians and

other child care givers responsible to provide guidance.

The Local Government Unit shall render appropriate assistance to parents and legal guardians In the
performance of their child rearing responsibilities and shall ensure the development of institution, facilities and

services for the care of children.

Section 3. - PURPOSE. - This code is enacted with the following Purposes:

a. To ensure the protection of children against all forms of abuse and exploitation;

b. To advocate for children’s rights and promote their child welfare and development;

c. To ensure that children’s right are given priority attention both in government and civil society;

d. To ensure that the Municipality of Polanco be transformed into a Child Friendly community;
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€. To improve the quality of life of the children of Polanco enabling them to

_ . fully develop their
potentials and participate in community life and nation building.

Section 4. - DEFINITIONS OF TERMS — As used in this Code

a. Children - refers to persons below 18 years of age or those over but are unable to fully take care of

themselves or protect themselves from abuse, neglect cruelty and exploitation or discrimination
because if physical or mental disability condition.

b.  Survival Rights (CRC) - refers to inherent
include the following:

1. Right of life

Right from birth to a name

Right to acquire a nationality

Right to know his/her parents and be cared for by them

Right to adequate and decent standard of living
Right to access to basic health care and services.

rights to life and needs that are basic to existence which
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C. Development Rights (CRC) - refers to access education which includes the following:
1. Right to education opportunity
2. Right to access to appropriate information
3. Right to leisure, recreation and cultural and artistic activities
4. Right to develop the child’s physical and mental abilities to the fullest
d.

Protection Rights (CRC) — covers those rights, protecting the child from all forms of abuse,
exploitation and discrimination which includes the following:

1. Protection of the child from all forms of physical and mental abuse

2. Right of the child to be protected from injury, neglect and maltreatment

3. Protection from exploitation, sexual and economic abuse, including prostitution and
Involving pornography

4. Protection from sale, trafficking and abduction

>. Right to special protection and assistance if without a family

6. Righttotreatment for necessary and reintegration of abused or exploited

7. Right to periodic review if place under care, protection or treatment

8. Right to protection in situation of armed conflict

9. Right of children in conflict with the law

10

. Right of freedom from torture, death, penalty, life imprisonment and deprivation of liberty.
11. Right to protection from child labour

12. Right to be protected from the use of narcotics, psychotropic drugs and from being involved
in the production or distribution.

e. Participation Rights (CRC) — refers to right of children to participate, give opinion and be heard, which
includes the following:
1. Right to express his/her opinion freely and to have that opinion taken into account
Right to obtain information, make ideas and information known

Freedom of thought, conscience and religion subject to appropriate parental guidance
Freedom to join association and peaceful assemblies

Right to be heard in judicial and administrative proceedings and
Right to privacy
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f. Child Abuse (RA 7620 & 9262, PD 603, RA 7877) — refers to the maltreatment, whether habitual or
not of the child that includes any of the following:
1. Physical and psychological abuse, neglect, cruelty sexual and emotional
2. Any act by deeds or words which degrades the dignity of the child as a human being
3. Unreasonable deprivation of his/her basic needs such as food, shelter and clothing
4. Failure to immediately give medical treatment to an injured child resulting in serious
impairment of growth and development of permanent incapacity or death.

g. Exploitation (RA 9208) — means hiring, employment, persuasion, inducement of coercion of a child to
perform in obscure exhibitions and indecent shows, whether live or in video or film or the pose or act
as a model in obscure publication or pornographic materials or to sell or distribute materials.

h. Early Child Care Development (ECCD) - refers to the full range of health, nutrition, early education

and social services programs that provide for the basic holistic needs of young children from birth to
age six (6), to promote their optimum growth and development.
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Pre-School Education - refers to the age from birth up to six years of age (0-6) known to be critical

phase of child’s psychomotor development. It is the phase when 90% of the human brain is

developed. It is the phase when activities for developmental; situation must be provided, hence, the
need for early childhood care and development program.

. Day Care - is the provision of substitute parental care and stimulating activities for the total

development children zero to five (0-5) years when their parent are unable to take care of them
during the part of the day because of work and some other situation.

Day Care Center - is a facility where Day Care Services are provided by an accredited Day Care

Worker particularly on the 3-5 year age bracket.

Special Concern — are circumstances which gravely threatens or endanger the survival and normal

development of children including but not limited to the following:

1.

Being in a community where there is armed conflict or being affected by armed conflict
related activities.

Working under conditions hazardous to life satety and morals which unduly interfere with
their normal development.

Living in or fending for themselves in the streets without the care of parents and guardians
or any adult supervision needed for their welfare.
Being a member of indigenous cultural community and/or hiring under conditions of

extreme poverty or in an area which is underdeveloped and/or lack or has inadequate access
to basic services needed for a good quality of life.

Being a victim of man-made or natural disaster calamity.

Circumstances analogous to those above stated which endanger life, safety or normal
development of children.

m. Comprehensive Program Against Child Abuse, Exploitation and Discrimination — refers to the
coordinated program of services and facilities to protect children against:

L
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Child prostitution and other child abuse
Child trafficking

Obscure publication and indecent shows
Other act of abuse and

Circumstances which threatens or endanger the survival and normal development of child

n. Anti-Social Related Activities — are those act against property, chastity and person which include but
not limited to the following:

1,
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Petty crimes such as snatching, shoplifting, and misrepresentation
Using and pushing prohibited drugs, selling illegal or bad reading materials

Pimping for young and old prostitutes doing or participating in obscene show’s
Gambling of any torm

Rape and incest

Unjust and inhumane manner of eviction and demolition
Any other circumstances as defined in the existing laws

o. Child in Conflict with the Law (CICL) — refers to a child who is alleged, accused of, or adjudged as,
having committed an offence under Philippine Laws.

ARTICLE I
RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE CHILD

Section 5. - RIGHTS OF CHILD

a. Every child shall be entitled to the rights herein set forth without distinction as to legitimacy, sex,
social status, religion, political antecedents, and other factors.

b. Every child shall possess the following rights which are classified into survival, development,
protection and participation rights:

1. “Survival Rights” ensure the child’s Inherent right to life and to the needs that are most basic to
existence, the rights to a name and to a nationality, the right to identify and those dealing with

parental and governmental duties and obligations, adequate and decent standard of living,
access to basic health care and medical services, social security, and rehabilitation.
The following are the survival rights:
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a) Ev?w child has the right to be born well, endowed with the dignity and worth of a human
being from the moment of his or her conception;

b) Every child has the right to a wholesome family life that will provide him or her with love,
care and understanding, guidance and counselling, and moral and material security. The
dependent or abandoned child shall be provided with the nearest substitute of a home;

c) Every child has the right to balanced diet, adequate clothing, sufficient shelter, proper
medical attention, and all the basic physical requirements of a healthy and vigorous life.

2. “Development Rights” refer to the rights of a child to education to develop his or her personality,
talents and mental and physical abilities to the fullest extent. These also include participation in

cultural activities, access to appropriate and relevant information, and opportunities for rest,
play and leisure. The following are the development rights:

a) Every child has the right to a well-rounded development of his or her personality to the end
that she or he may become a happy, useful, and active member of society specifically:

(1) The gifted child shall be given the opportunity and encouragement to
develop her or his speclal talents;

(2) The emotionally disturbed or socially maladjusted child shall be treated
with sympathy and understanding, and shall be entitled to treatment and competent
care;

(3) The physical and mentally disabled child shall be given treatment, education and care
required by her or his particular condition;

b) Every child has the right to be brought in an atmosphere of morality and rectitude for the
enrichment and the strengthening of her or his character;

c) Every child has the right to grow up as a free individual in an atmosphere of peace,
understanding, tolerance, and universal sisterhood/brotherhood, and with the
determination to contribute her or his share in the building of better world;

d) Every child has the right to education. Primary education must be compulsory and higher
education must be available and accessible to all on the basic of capacity by every
appropriate means. The education of the child shall be directed to;

(1) The development of the child’s personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to
their fullest extent;

(2) The preparation of the child for responsible adult life in a free society;

(3) The development of respect for the child’s parents, her or his cultural identity, language
and values, and the cultural background and values of others;

(4) The development of respect for the natural environment;

e) Every child has the right to full opportunities for safe and wholesome recreation and
activities, individual as well as soclal, for the wholesome use of her or his leisure hours.

f) Every child has the right to live in a community and society that can offer her or him an
environment free from pernicious influences and conducive to the promotion of her or his
health and the cultivation of her or his desirable treats and attributes.

3. “Protection Rights” cover those rights protecting the child from all forms of abuses and
discrimination such as protection from cruelty, torture, arbitrary separation from family, abuses
in the justice and penal system, involvement in armed conflict, child labor, drug abuse, sexual
abuse, and exploitation.

4. “Participation Rights” refer to the child’s right to participate in matters that affect him or her
most by providing all appropriate venues where her or she can express his or her opinions freely
and to these opinions taken into account, involvement in decislon-making and a consultative
process, freedom of association and peaceful assembly. The following are the participation
rights:

a) Every child has the right to be provided the opportunity to be heard in any judicial and
administrative proceeding affecting him or her, either directly, or through a representative
or an appropriate body, in a manner consistent with the procedural rules of national law;

b) Every child has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, subject to
appropriate parental guidance;

c) Every child has the right to freedom of statement. This right shall include freedom so seek,
received and impart information and ideas of all kind;
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d) Every f:hild has the right to express his or her opinions freely and to have these opinions
taken into account in any matter or procedure affecting him or her:

e) Every child has the right to privacy and shall be protected against unlawful interference, and
to unlawful attacks against his or her honor and reputation.

N Sec.tion 6. — RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CHILD - Every child, regardless of the circumstances of birth, sex,
religion, social status, political antecedents and other factors shall;

a. Strive to lead an upright and virtues life in accordance with the tenets of his or her religion, the
teaching of his or her elders and mentors, and the abiding of clean conscience;

b. Love, respect and obey his or her parents, and cooperate with them in strengthening if the family;

C. Extend to his or her brothers and sisters love, thoughtfulness, endeavour with them to keep the
family harmonious and united:

d.

Exert his or her outmost to develop his or her potentialities for service, particularly by undergoing a
formal education suited to his or her abilities, in order that he or she may become an asset to himself
or herself and to society.

e. Respect not only on his or her elders but also the custom and traditions of his or her people, the
memory of his or her people heroes, the duly constituted authorities, the laws of the country, and the
principles and institution of democracy;

f.  Actively participate in civic affairs and in the promotion of the general welfare, recognizing that it is
youth who will eventually be called upon to discharge the responsibility of leadership in shaping the
nation’s future; and

g. Help in the observance of individual human rights, the strengthening of freedom everywhere, the

fostering of cooperation among nations in the pursuit of their common aspiration for unity and
prosperity, and the furtherance of world peace.

ARTICLE 11l
SURVIVAL RIGHTS OF CHILDREN

Section 7. — PRIMARY HEALTH CARE -The Municipal Government shall implement and sustain the Primary
Health Care Program. To ensure the implementation of this Section, it shall take appropriate measure to support
the program on health under the following framework of primary health and preventive care.

7 | MATERNAL AND CHILD CARE PROGRAM - The Municipal Government shall continue to

implement and support its maternal and child care services program. The program on preventive child
care and health services shall include the following:

a) Regular pre-natal consultation of pregnant at least one every tri-mester

b) Monitoring and registration of birth, to ensure that all births must be attended by
trained personnel’s such as midwife, nurses or physicians

c) Completion of immunization series for prevention of tuberculosis, diphtheria,
pertussis, neonatal, tetanus, measles, poliomyelitis, hepatitis, B and such other
diseases for which vaccine have been developed

d) Pregnant and lactating mothers must be given get vitamins A and iron and iodine or
iodized salt

e) Children are given one dose of Vitamin A starting 6-11 months at 100,000 |.U. and
1-5 years old are given Vitamin A at 200,000 |.U. capsules
) Pregnancies are spaced at least three (3) years apart

g) Toensure that all neonates must undergo newborn screening at birth

Fil DENTAL HYGENE

Section 8. — NUTRITION PROGRAM - The Municipal Government shall establish and sustain a growth and
nutritional monitoring with nutrition feeding and supervision of nutritional intake of children in home and in
school by:

a) Encouraging mothers to breastfeed their babies by stressing the importance and benefits of
breastmilk

b) To ensure that safe and adequate nutrition for all infants is provided, Executive Order No. 51
entitled: “Adopting a National Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitute, Breastmilk
Supplement and related Products, Penalizing Violation thereof and for other Purpose” shall
be strictly Implemented.

c) Implementation of RA 8172 otherwise known as “An Act Promoting the Salt lodization

Nationwide”. This program on Nutrition shall be under the administration and supervision of
the MHO
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d) Full implementation of Municipal Ordinance No. 01 Series of 2002 known as “An Ordinance
Regulating Ambulant Vendors of Junk Foods on School Vicinities for Sanitation Purposes and
Establishing Monitoring System”

e) The program on Nutrition shall include a monitoring and evaluation system which shall be

established by MHO that operation timbang is conducted every first quarter followed by
every quarter thereof

Regulating the hazardous plastic toys in the canteen and stores in school vicinities for health purposes and
establishing monitoring system.

8.1 COMPREHENSIVE PARENT ORIENTATION PROGRAM - The Municipal Government shall

establish a Comprehensive Parent Orientation Development Program which includes gender responsive
courses on:

a) Reproductive health

b) Child health and child rearing practice

c) Parent effectiveness service

d) Pre-marriage and marriage counselling

e) Responsible parenthood in the context of Filipino Psychology

ARTICLE IV
DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS OF CHILDREN

Section 9. — EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND DEVELOPMET PROGRAM shall include the following:

9.1 DAY CARE SERVICE PROGRAM - The Municipal Government shall develop, implement
and sustain its Day Care Service Program which is centre based and community based.

9.2 IMPORTANCE OF THE DAY CARE SERVICE PROGRAM - Day Care Service Program
addresses the needs in the crucial stage of a child’s growth. By the age of five (5) a child brain has already
grown to 90 percent ot its adult weight and much of the way he/she envision and interacts with the world
has been shaped. Thus, the formative years and care that he/she gets during this period would
significantly affect the learning capacity, personal and social interaction into adulthood.

9.3 DAY CARE CENTERS - Which shall serves 3-5 year’s old children be set up in every
barangay, the number of which shall depend on the population level of the community.
Day Care Centers aims to help the child:
a) Become physically fit through proper care and nutrition
b) Develop self-confidence, self-statement and self-discipline
c) Relate well with others

d) Develop strong spiritual, socio-cultural and nationalistic values as well as positive
attitudes towards the family

9.4 DAY CARE WORKERS AND SUPPORT GROUP

a. The Local Government Unit/Barangay shall implement Provincial Ordinance No. 79 s. of
2001, which provides incentives and benefits to Day Care Workers. The MSWD shall provide
a continuing number of technical assistance to the center.

b. A Community volunteer Parents Group shall be organized to be an effective support group
to the center. The volunteer group shall help mobilize resources for the Iimprovement of the

center, acquisition of more learning materials and play equipment and other support
activities.

9.5 SETTING UP OF THE DAY CARE CENTERS BY COMMUNITY BASE ORGANIZATIONS -
Community base organizations can help mobilize resources to complement the effort of the Municipal

Government in establishing day care centers in their communities. Tin this way more children needing
attention can be reached.

Section 10. — RECREATIONAL AND CULTURAL PROGRAMS

a. Every barangay in the Municipality of Polanco shall allocate space for recreational facilities
appropriate for different age groups

b. A year round cultural program appropriate to age groups shall be designed with due respect
to cultural diversity

c. Indigenous game shall be encouraged in various athletic and sports program of the LGU.
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